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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


Agricultural  Editors1  Meeting 


RADIO  SERVICE 


August  6,  1948 


From  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Agricultural  College 
Editors  winding  up  in  Spokane  today  (attendance  74),  we  get  these  meeting  high- 
lights: 

.To  Ex-RFD  Emerson  Markham  (now  manager  of  WGY  in  Schenectady) .. .the 
Reuben  3righam  Award  for  outstanding  contributions  to  agricultural  broad- 
casting over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  rural  television  pioneering. 
(See  p.  5  for  biographical  notes.) 

...New  "ACE"  officers  are,  president,  Glenn  Rutledge,  Experiment  Station 
Editor,  Miss.;  vice-president,  Bill  Calkins,  Experiment  Station  Editor, 
University  of  California;  secretary,  Earl  Richardson,  Extension  Editor, 
Mich.;  executive  committee,   J.M.  Eleazer,  Information  Specialist,  S.Ce, 
and  Jean  Scheel,  assistant  to  Extension  Director,  Oreg. 

...N.C.  and  111.  took  top  place  on  points  in  '48  exhibit  competition.  (See 
p„  8  for  radio  awards.) 


...Ken  Gapen  discussed  farm  and  home  TV,  including  plans  under  our  new  TV 
research  project. 


Western  Farm  Real  Estate  Trends  ■ 

BAE  reports  that  in  the  West... as  elsewhere. . .the • volume  of  voluntary  sales 
of  farm  real  estate  has  dropped  considerably  from  the  record  high  of  r46-47.  In 
12  counties  representative  of  the  farm  real  estate  market  in  7  Western  States, 
the  number  of  voluntary  sales  for  the  6  months  ended  Mar.    '48  dropped  11%  from 
a  year  earlier. 

As  to  prices,  in  those  counties,   the  average  price  of  irrigated  lands 
reached  a  peak  for  the  fall-winter  season  in  '46-47 . . . .and  has  since  dropped  an 
eighth,     But  average  prices  of  unirri gated  cultivated  and  uncultivated  farm 
lands  were  at  record  highs  during  the  past  fall  and  winter. 

Potato  Price  Support 

On  Wednesday  of  this  week,  Secretary  Brannan  submitted  to  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee on  Banking  and  Currency,  background  on  the  price  support  program  for 
potatoes.     See  enclosure. 
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Plsns  for  FAQ  Conference,  IIov.  15 

Duncan  Wall. . .until  recently  with  USDA's  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations  and  now  Director  of  Information  for  International  Food  and  Agricultir  e 
Organization. .. .gave  US DA  information  workers  some  background  on  the  FAO  confer- 
ence here  in  Washington,   starting  Nov.  15.    Among  other  things,  the  conference 
provides  for  consultation  among  the  various  countries  on  their  food  and  agricul- 
ture plans  for  the  coming  year. 

Special  sessions  are  being  planned  for  information  workers  attending  the 
conference,  to  compare  notes  on  information  techniques,  and  to  give  foreign 
visitors  an  opportunity  to  get  acquainted  with  U.S.  information  methods. 

Plentiful  Foods  for  September 

Both  you  and  your  station's  home  director  will  be  interested  to  know  the 
foods  expected  to  be  in  plentiful  supply  in  most  of  the  country  during  Septem- 
ber.    Particular  push  will  be  given  to  Irish  potatoes,  grapes,  and  canned  .cit- 
rus juices. 

Other  foods  on  the  list  are:    Vegetables  —  celery,  tomatoes,  canned  peas, 
canned  tomato  products ;  fruits  —  apples,  oranges  and  lemons ,, canned  apple 
products,   canned  grapefruit  segments,  canned  purple  plums,  fruit  spreads;  and  , 
miscellaneous  —  pecans,  honey,  peanut  butter,  fresh  and  frozen  fish  and  Grade 
B  eggs.  ':~  .  - 

Poultry  and  Egg  Situation 

BAE's  economists  look  for  slightly  smaller  supplies  of  chicken  meat  and 
eggs  the  rest  of  this  year  than  the  second  half  of  last  year..., and  somewhat 
higher  prices.     Turkey  supplies  will  be  considerably  smaller. . .and  prices  will 
reach  new  record  levels. 

In  the  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  (Aug.  4),  they  say  that  the  large  supply 
of  feed  in  prospect ... .and  more  favorable  price  relationships. ...  of fer  farmers 
strong  incentives  to  keep  a  larger  than  usual  proportion  of  potential  laying 
stocky  But. ...  largely  because  of  the  cut  in  the  number  of  chickens  raised,... 
the  number  of  layers  and  egg  output  likely  will  continue  lower  the  rest  of  the 
year  than  a  year  earlier. 

National  Food  Situation 

The  "National  Food  Situation"  (Aug.  7)  says  U.S.  civilians  will  average 
slightly  less  food  in  T48  than  '47.... but  still  about  12%  above  the  *35-39 
average. 

For  only  a  few  items  is  the  per  capita  consumption  falling  below  the  pre- 
war,   -35-39  average.     These  are  canned  fish,  sweetpotatoe s ,  butter,  and  perhaps 
shortening  and  other  edible  fats  and  oils.     Potato  and  wheat  consumption  rates 
are  still  above  the   '30' s.,.. but  show  signs  of  resuming  the  long-time  down  trend 
after  increasing  during  the  war  because  of  relative  shortages  of  other  foods. 


Grain  Storage  Campaign  Starts 


Grain  storage  campaign  gets  under  way  this  week  with  the  two  regional  meet- 
ings at  Omaha  and  Columbus.     Facts  brought  out  at  these  meetings  are  covered  in 
questions  and  answers  which  are  enclosed. 

Procedure  which  will  be  followed  from  new  on  in  getting  the  program  to  the 
individual  farmer  will  be  this:     State  ACP  committee  will  hold  series  of  dis- 
trict or  area  meetings  to  pass  on  same  information  to  County  ACP  committees  from 
a  number  of  counties.     Then  these  county  committees  will  go  home  and  call  to- 
gether Community  ACP  committeemen.     Following  that  will  be  county  and  community 
meetings  of  farmers  who  will  be  given  the  same  information. 

State  committeemen  have  radio  scripts  covering  what  they  saw  and  heard  at 
Omaha  or  Columbus.  Also  have  scripts  covering  the  announcement  of  the  area  or 
district  meetings. 

US DA  Official  Travel 

San  Francisco  --  Aug.  16-21  —  Dr.  B.  T.  Simms,  Chief,  Bur.  of  Animal  Industry, 
and  Dr.  M.  R.  Clarkson,  one  of  top  officials  in  Foot-and-Mouth  campaign.  At- 
tending American  Veterinary  Medical  Association  meeting.        .  Palace  Hotel. 

Eagle  River,  Wise.  —  Aug.   8-12  —  Dr.  Harry  C.  Trelogan,  Asst.  to  Admin.  Re- 
search and  Mrkt.  Act,     Meeting  North  Central  Directors  of  Colleges  of  Agricul- 
ture, University  of  Wisconsin. 

KOA T s  Farm  Face-Lifting 

RFD  Don  Peach  of  KOA  in  Denver  has  a  farm  rebuilding  demonstration  --  "Fit- 
ting a  Farm  for  the  Future"  —  scheduled  for  Sept.  18,  near  Denver.     The  demon- 
stration will  cover  irrigation  developments  and  improvements,  various  soil- 
conserving  practices. ..  .weed  and  cattle  spraying. ....  seeding  from  airplanes, .. t 
etc.     HeTs  cooperating  with  Colorado  Extension,  the  Soil  Conservation  oervice, 
machinery  manufacturers,  and  others „ 

RFD  Personals 

Carl  Collin  left  WLS  this  week  to  go  back  to  WKZO  in  Kalamazoo ....  after  9 
months  of  butting  his  head  against  the  housing  situation  ^n  Chicago,  and  visit- 
ing his  family  week-ends  in  Kalamazoo  all  the  while.     He  is  laying  plans  for  an 

expanded  farm  service  program  at  WKZO  After  13  years  in  radio  and  term  news 

broadcasting,  Tom  Murray  is  leaving  WHAM  in  Rochester  to  enter  Bexley  Hall,  the 
Divinity  School  of  Kenyon  College  at  Gambier,  Ohio.    After  ordination  into  the 
priesthood  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  he  expects  to  return  to  western  New  York. 

Millers  Launch  Consumer  Education  -   

On  Wednesday,  the  Millers*  National  Federation  outlined  at  a,  meeting  here  in 
Washington  its  long-range  consumer  education  program.  -  The  ^program  will  stress 
the  nutritional  qualities  of  enriched  flour  and  bread,  and .will . push  consumption 
of  wheat  products.     The  federation  members  produce  9Of0  of  the  flour -made  in  this 
country. 


Agricultural  Prices 


BAE  reported  in  "Agricultural  Prices"  (July  30)  that:' 

Continued  gains  in  prices  farmer s'.recei ve  for  meat  .animals ,  dairy,  and 
poultry  products. .. .more  than  offset  declines  in  prices  of  grains,  soybeans,  and 
cotton.     As  a  result,  the  mid-July  index  of  prices  farmers  receive  rose  to  301,.. 
or  2%  above  a  month  earlier. . ..but  2%  below  "the'  all-time  high  of  307  in  January 
of  this  year. 

The  index  of  prices  farmers  pay „ ...  including  int erest'  and  taxes. , .. remained 
unchanged  at  251.... the  same  as  a  month  ago  and  as  in  January. 

Following  are  highlights  on  prices:  : '■' 


Commodity  and  Unit 


Av. Prices  Farmers  Rec *d.  :Parity  Price  or  :Av. Price  as  Per- 

: Comparable  Price  :centage  of  Parity 

July  15     June  15    July  15:  July  ..15        j: or  Comparable  Price 

1947  1948        1948   :  1948  :June  15      July  15 

'  T   -    •    ■    •    ;'  :     1948  1948 


Wheat,  per  bu,. 
Corn,  per  bu. . . 
Oats,  per  bu. . . 


Barley,  per  bu. . 
Hay,  per  ton. . . . 
Cotton,  per  lb.. 


•Soybeans,  per  bu 
Peanuts,  per  lb. 
Potatoes,  per  bu 
Sweetpotatoes, per  bu-.  -2. -51 


Beans,  dry  edible, 

per  cwt  

Apples,  per  bu..... 
Grapefruit,  per  box 
Oranges,  per  box... 


Butter  fat,  per  lb. 
Milk,  wholesale,  : 
per  cwt  , .  : 

Chickens,  live, per.  3b_ 
Eggs,  per  dozo • 


2.14 

$  2.11 

$  2.03 

y>  2  #  2  2 

95 

91 

2.01 

2.16 

lo 61  .  { 

134'.. 

"  125 

922 

-L  .  U  1 

»  OO  D 

i  no  >  ■ 

1  D7 

87 

X.  D  1 

1iDO 

1  A9 

X  .  D  O 

1  OR 

92 

15.10 

17.90 

18.20 

29.80 

60 

61 

0.3588 

0,3522 

0.3299 

Oo3112 

.113  ;.' 

106 

3.09 

3.90 

3.66 

2.41 

162 

Oc-955 

0o104 

0.104 

oa2 

87 

87 

-1.68 

1087 

1.66 

1.-86 

101 

89 

•  2.51 

2.46 

2,62 

•  -  -  2.20 

119 

12.70 

11.70 

11.70 

8.46 

2.94 

1.91 

2.13 

2.41 

88 

1.22 

0.28 

0.73 

2.08 

13  ■. 

0.89 

1.00 

1.26 

3.  80 

26 

33 

22.00 

22.90 

25.90 

18.20 

'    :    126  - 

142 

19.50 

24.80 

25.80 

13.60 

-  182  : 

i  190 

20.80 

26.-00  - 

26.70 

16.  '90- 

154 

158 

20.90 

25.00 

26.20 

^14.80 

t-v-  ■  169~ 

177 

0.681 

0.827 

.  0.844 

-0;-616  ' 

137'  ■ 

137 

3.87 

4,67 

4.80 

3,74 

:  .    ;130  _; 

.  128 

0C281 

0.305 

0.319 

0.286 

107 

112 

0.457 

0o434 

0.458  -, 

0.513 

..  91 

89 

0.413 

0.495 

0.49  ■ 

0.459 

108 

107 

Emerson  Markham  Gets  Award 


When  the  "ACE"  picked  Emerson  Markham  of  WGY  in  Schenectady  for  the  Reuben 
Brigham  award  (see  p.  I),  it  selected  a  real  pioneer  in  RFD  work,  and  in....  shall 
we  say.... farm  electronics  communication. 

Emerson  calls  his  WGY  shows  the  "oldest  comprehensive  agricultural  service 
in  the  eastern  United  States."    By  'phone  from  an  NAB  meeting  in  Rochester  yes- 
terday, he  said  both  KOA  in  Denver  (with  its  farm  question  box).... and  KDKA  with 
Frank  Mullen, . c .antedate  his  WGY  farm  shows.    But  Frank  graduated  with  his  show 
to  NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,"  and  KDKA  dropped  back  for  a  time  to  just 
ma  rke  t  s . 

Started  Farm  Shows  in  1925 

Anyway,  in  November,  1925,  Emerson  launched  WGY's  evening-time  "Farm  Forum" 
(8:30  to  9:00  Friday) ... ,whi ch  is  still  on  the  air.    A  week  later,  he  started 
the  noon-time  show,  "Farm  Paper  of  the  Air" ... .which  is  also  still  hale  and 
hearty. 

We  in  the  Department  remember  Emerson  well  on  several  scores.     For  years 
and  years,  he  furnished  an  important  outlet  in  the  Northeast  for  Department 
specialists  and  administrators,  and  radio  material.    Around  1930,  he  invited  his 
farm  broadcasters  to  come  to  WGY  for  training  in  radio  writing,  and  broadcasting 
right  into  the  studio  microphone. .. .a  forerunner  of  present  farm  radio  schools; 
he  invited  some  of  our  folks  up  to  take  part.     In  1931,  he  cooperated  with  the 
Radio  Service  in  an  experimental  project  to  determine  the  most  effective  ways  of 
presenting  agricultural  material  by  radio;    We  prepared  the  same  facts  in  several 
different  forms.    Emerson  had  his  WGY  audience  vote  on  the  form  they  preferred. 
He  says  the  training  schools  at  WGY,  and  the  little  experiment  with  us,  had  a 
profound  effect  on  WGYTs  farm  programming..     .  . 

About  1942,  Emerson  began  to  branch  out.     First,  in  1942  as  manager  of 
WGFM. ...in  1944  as  manager  of  the  TV  station  WRGB....and  finally  in  1946  as 
manager  of  WGY,  at  which  time  he  gave  ■  up  his  farm  broadcasting.    But  he  carried 
with  him  his  farm  broadcasting  influence.     Again  as  a  pioneer,  he  started  in 
1944  the  WRGB  "Farm  Spotlight" ... .which,  to  date,  has  produced  about  160  farm 
TV  shows. 

On  Ground  Floor  of  NARFD 

Emerson  was  in  on  the  ground  floor  of  NARFD.     He  was  a  member  of  the  first 
RFD  group,  eastern  region,  in  1942.     In  May,  1943,  he  was  elected  vice  president 
of  the  newly-formed  National  Association  of  Radio  Farm  Directors,  organized  at 
Columbus,  Ohio. 

The  award  is  the  second  to  be  made  by  the  "ACE" ....in  the  memory  of  the 
late  long-time  information  director  and  assistant  Extension  director  in  Federal 
Extension,  Reuben  Brigham. ...  for  contributions  to  agriculture  and  home  economics 
journalism.     The  first  award  (in  1947)  went  to  Carroll  Streeter,  managing  editor 
of  the  "Farm  Journal," 

Members  of  the  committee  making  the  award  were  Extension  Editors  George 
Round  of  Nebraska,  Marjorie  Arbour  of  Louisiana,  and  A.  J.  Sims  of  Tennessee; 
RFD  Wallace  Kadderly  of  KGW  in  Portland;  and  F.J.  Keilholz  of  "Country  Gentleman." 
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New  Publications 

"Managing  the  Small  Forest"  —  (Farmers*  Bulletin  No,  1989) 

"Common  Diseases  of  Important  Shade  Trees"  —  (Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1987), 

"Nutritive  Requirements  and  Feed  Formulas  for  Chickens"  —  gives  a  lot  :of  good 
background  on  what  chickens  need  and  why  —  and  formulas  for  various  purposes. 
(Circular  No.  788) .  ■ 

"Cooperative  Studies  of  Sweet  potato-!- Plant  Production"  —  reports  that  in  Mis- 
sissippi and  South  Carolina,-""' Porto"  Rico  produced  more  plants  than  Triumph. 
Roots  harvested  early  produced  the  most  plants  per  bushel.     (Circular  No.  78?) 

"Water  Input  Used  for  Field  Crops  at  the  U.S.  Scott s  Bluff  (Nebr.)  Field  Sta- 
tion, 1941-44"  —  reports  on  how  much  irrigation  water  required  to  supplement 
natural  rainfall.     (Circular  No.  777) 

"List  of  Sires  Proved  in  Dairy-Herd  Improvement  Associations,  1948"  —  contains 
the  names  and  summarized  "proved-sire"  records  of  3,820  sires,     255  pages. 
(Misc,  Pub.  No.  651) 

"Roofing,  Flooring  and  Ventilation  for  Round  Snow  Fence  Type  of  Corn  Cribs"  — 
concerns  one  of  most  economical  storages  for  ear  corn  when  large  crops,  or 
shortage  of  permanent  storage,  makes  additional  storage  necessary.  ARA  Multilith) 

"Use  of  Tractor  Power,  Animal  Power,  and  Hand  Methods  in  Crop  Production"  — 
reports  mechanization  trVnds"  by  State s ..  ,Tf "or  different  types  of  equipment .  (FM-69) 

NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  DAYLIGHT) 
Saturday,  Aug.  14 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  News  —  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (1)  USDA  News,   (2)  Lucile  Holmes  and  Louisan 
Mamar,  REA,  on  "Electric  Equipment  for  Farm  Homes." 

CBS  Country  Journal,   (1)  Extension  radio  editor,  Elton  Tait,  of  Pennsylvania, 

"Picking  Corn  All  Through  the  Night,"  (2)  Joe' 'Tonkin,  "The  Conestoga  Horse." 

Saturday,  Aug.  21 

ABC  American  Farmer,   (1)  USDA  News,   (2)  "Water  and  Irrigated  Farming"  with  SCS' 
Dr.  O.Wc  Israelsen,  George  Dfc  Clyde,  Harper  Simms;  soil  conservation  dis- 
trict president,  George  M.  Hinckly,  and  Robert  B.  White  of  ABC  —  12..: 30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  —  1:00  p.m. 

CBS  Country  Journal,  Ray  Heinen  of  USDA,  "Disease  Forecasting  for  Plants."  - 
2 :30  p.m. • 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


What  RFD's  Want  From  Extension 

Some  75  farm  broadcasters  replied  to  a  questionnaire  on  services  from 
State  Extension. . circulated  by  Maynard  Speece  of  Minnesota  Extension,  who  is 
chairman  of  the  NARFD  committee  on  Extension  Relations. 

NARFD' s  "RFD"  for  August  gives  Maynard' s  report  on  the  returns: 

"RFD's  are  pretty  definite  about  what  they  want  in  the  way  of  services 
from  the  Extension  folks.     They  want  mimeographed  paper,  white  in  color,  size 
8fr  by  11.     They  want  five-inch  lines,  large  pica  type,  and  they  want  mimeograph- 
ing only  on  one  side  of  each  page.     They  do  not  want  their  stories  broken  over 
on  to  a  second  sheet  and  they  vote  for  only  one  story  per  page.     No-  one  likes 
single  spaced  copies.     They  want  headlines  on  each  batch  of  releases  and  they 
do  not  want  an  announcers  open  and  close. 

"For  the  most  part,  they  are  satisfied  with  the  way  the  subject  matter 
specialists  are  brought  into  the  stories,  and  they  are  now  getting  adequate 
service  in  about  50%  of  the  cases.     One-third  say  they  are  getting  a  state 
background  news  letter  similar  to  USDA,  two-thirds  would  like  to  have  this 
service.     One-fourth  now  get  itineraries  of  State  Specialists,  three-fourths 
would  like  to  get  them.     One  out  of  every  three  RFD's  do  not  get  script  service 
from  their  State  Extension.     Two  out  of  three  would  like  to  get  it.     40%  now 
get  transcription  service,  60%  would  like  to  have  it.     Only  one-half  of  the 
RFD's  report  meetings  scheduled  with  State  colleges  and  other  RFD's  in  their 
area,  but  they  vote  enthusiastically  for  having  such  meetings. 

"For  those  who. said  they  were  getting  too  much  material,  they  generally 
added,  too  much  that  is  not  usable.     For  the  60%  who  report  they  are  not  gettin 
enough  material,  most  of  them  add »  enough  good  material.     The  score  was  all  tied 
up  on  service  from  county  extension  agents.     50%  say  we  have  adequate  service 
on  announcements  of  meetings,  news,  and  general  information.     50%  report  they 
are  not  getting  adequate  service,     Two-thirds  get  state  releases  prepared  for 
press,  one-third  do  not.     S0%>  report  getting  state  releases  prepared  for  radio, 
20%  do  not.     On  getting  an  e ven  break  with  press  and  other  outlets  on  informa- 
tion from  the  Extension  Service  and  Land-Grant  colleges,  RFD's  preponderantly 
report,   'we  do  get  an  even  break,'     20%,  however,-  say,   'we  do  not,'     On  the 
average,  53%  of  the  state  releases  are  reported  as  usable  on  radio  stations. 
Most  of  the  releases  are  mailed  to  our  RFD's  daily  or  bi-weekly.     50%  say  'we 
would  like  more  frequent  mailing, '     50%  say  'we  are  getting  them  frequently 
enough. 1 

"The  matter  of  duplication  between  the  State  USDA  and  wire  services  is 
somewhat  divided,  although  the  preponderance  of  the  RFD's  say  it  is  unavoidable 
27%  report  there  was  avoidable  duplication,     By  a  margin  of  8  to  1,  State  Ex- 
tension through  county  agents,  broadcasting  and  otherwise,  is  complementing 
RFD  broadcasting.     One-third  of  the  RFD's  are  now  being  asked  to  cooperate  in 
training  county  extension  agents  in  the  use  of  local  radio 0     The  rest  of  them 
fee],  it  is  a  good  idea.    With  reference  to  RFD  being  pulled  into  basic  plan- 
ning of  campaigns,  one-third  said,   'yes,  we  are'  and  two-thirds  said.,   'we  are 
not,  but  we  would  like  to  be,'     50%  of  them  feel  other  stations  in  their  area 
are  rendering  adequate  farm  service,  50%  disagree.     65%.  report  their  stations 
doing  an  adequate  job  of  farm  service,  35%  report  theirs  are  not," 
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OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 


What  RFD's  Want  From  Extension  (continued) 

It  is  expected  that  the  foregoing  report  will  afford  background  against 
which  some  States  may' assess  their  own  services  to  RFD's. 

Eumis  Arnold  of  Oklahoma  Extension  has  circulated  a  companion  question- 
naire among  State  Extension  editors  and  radio  men  in  which  they  report  on  the 
RFD's  working  relationships  with  Extension. 

Radio  Awards  at  Ediotrs'  Meeting 

At  the  "ACE"  meeting  in  Spokane,  awards  were,  made  in  six  classes  of  radio 
material.     The  winning  States  were:     Syndicated  Manuscript  service  —  Oreg«s 
Mich.,  N.C.,  Ark. ;  regular  transcription  service  —  Vt. ,  N,Y«,  N.M„;  special 
events  broadcast  —  Pa. ,  N.C.;  broadcast  by  Co.  Agrl,  Agt.  —  Kans.,  Texas; 
broadcast  by  Home  Dem.  Agt.  --  S.C,  Texas;  broadcast  by  4-H  Club  or  Club  Agt, — 


Judges  for  the  radios-syndicated  services  were:    Ghairman,  RFD  Wallace 
Kadderly  of  KGW,  Portland;  RFD^Boll  Moshie.r,  KJR,  Seattle;  and  As  so  ciate  County 
Agent  Edgar  C.  Reif,  Yakima.     Fc-r  the  live  radio  broadcasts,  three  Spokane  RFD* s 
judged:    Erne st  Jorgenson  of  KXLY,  Glenn  Lorang  of  KHQ,  and  Ken  Hutcheson  of  KGA. 

National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  Contract  Renewed 

Ken  Gapen  relays  word  from  Spokane  that,  on  July  30,  Allis-Chalmers  re- 
newed for  another  year  its  contract  for  NBC's  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour." 


TV  Set  Production 

The  radio  Manufacturers'  Association  reports  production  of  64,353  television 
receivers    in  June.     This  brings  total  set  output  by  members  since  the  war  to 
463,943. 


WMT*s  Farm  Field  Day 

Today,  NARFD'Prexy  "Chuck"  Worcester  is  scheduled  to  be  presiding  at  WMT's 
(Cedar  Rapids,  la.) ' National  Farm    Field  Day.     The  program  includes  demonstra- 
tions and  exhibits,  featuring  grassland  farming.     It  also  bills  a  farm  gadget 
show,  and  farm  machinery  exhibit. 


x'Encl osures  : 


Cordial ly, 


Dana  D.  Reynold s 

Actg,  A6s*t-  Director- of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 

PMA  Grain  Storage  Questions  &  Answers 

Fire  Prevention  Week  Poster 

Background  Information  on  price  support  program  for  potatoes 
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Big  Grain  Crops  a  Boon 

USDA  officials  were  highly  pleased  over  this  week's  Crop  Report .... upping, 
as  it  did,  the  prospective  crops  of  corn  to  3,506  million  bushel s. .and  wheat 
to  1,284  million. 

At  the  Secretary's  staff  conference  Wednesday,  officials  expressed  the 
view  that  the  big  grain  crops  would  make  it  easier  to  meet  export  commitments, 
and  any  requests  that  ECA  might  make,  to  relieve  the  food  situation  abroad. 

Various  staff  members  who  run  their  own  farms  expressed  satisfaction.... 
in  terms  of  their  individual  farm  plans.... as  to  what  these  big  grain  crops 
mean  to  farmers  generally.     They  talked  of  building  back  herds.... of  getting 
back  to  a  livestock  economy.     By  holding  as  many  breeding  animals  as  possible, 
farmers  will  a)  provide  an  outlet  for  this  year's  crop,  b)  produce  more  meat 
in  '49  and   '50,  c)  promote  a  livestock,  soil-ccnserving  economy  that  will  mini- 
mize surplus  problems  in  future  years. 

In  the  face  of  some  fears  growing  out  of  experiences  with  surpluses  after 
the  last  wart  Under  Secretary  Loveland  expressed  the  viewpoint  he re -when  he 
said:     "We  need  every  bit  of  that  corn  and  wheat.     Let's  see  that/ not  a  kernel 
is  wasted.    We  must  see  that  it's  safely  stored  and  handled. 

Big  Cotton  Crop  in  Prospect 

The  prospect  of  the  biggest  cotton  crop  since  '37  (nearly  15.2  million 
bale s) ....  and  the  seventh  largest  on  record. ., .has  brought  cotton  into  the 
spotlight  again. 

Following  BAE's  Aug.  9  Cotton  Production  report,  cotton  prices  again 

dropped,  with  a  total  decline  of  $2,50  a  bale  for  the  week.     By  the  end  of  the 
week,  prices  for  middling  15/l6  averaged  31.52/  on  10  spot  markets.     This  is 
less  than  1/  above  the  loan  rate  of  30.74^. 

Acre  yields  are  estimated  at  313.5  pounds.... or  14.6  above  the  previous 
high  in  '44. 

Cardon  Back  as  ARA  Administrator 

Dr.  P.V.  Cardon  takes  over  again  as  head  of  the  Agricultural  Research  Ad- 
ministration....  in  the  place  of  Dr.  W.V.   Lambert  who  is  leaving  the  Department. 
Illness  forced  Dr.  Cardon  to  step  down  as  administrator  in  1946, 
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Crop  Adjustments  for  '49 

With  the  big  crops  of  corn,  wheat,  and  other  crops  in  prospect,  USDA  thinks 
farmers  in  low- producing  areas  can  make  adjustments  in  production  without  ma- 
terially affecting  total  production. .and,  at  the  same  time,  protect  their  soil. 
And,  as  they  t ake  off  crops  this  fall,  farmers  in  general  can  watch  for  those 
tell-tale  signs  of  soil  wearing  out  under  the  hard  use  of  war  and  post-war  years; 
little  gullies,  and  "shoe-string  gashes."    Next  year  may  be  a  good  time  to  begin 
putting  fertility  back  into  such  soil.... and  planting  grass  and  trees  on  the 
more  badly-worn  areas. 

Which  brings  us  to  some  follow-up  on  last  week's  announcement  of  the  1949 
Agricultural  Conservation  Prog ram- - 

The  county  committees  have  latitude  to  set  up  conservation  practices  to 
meet  local  needs, ...as  long' as  they  are  not  routine  practices  that  would  be 
carried  out-  anyway.'  And  to  encourage  practices  that  are  needed.. .but  not  too 
well  known.,.. the  committee  may  authorize  rates  higher  than  national  levels. 

Electrification  Conference,  Nov.  17-19 

The  third  annual  national  electrification  conference  is  scheduled  for  Chicago 
at  the  Congress  Hotel,  !~;,v.  17-19.     The  session  will  include  discussion  of  ways 
electricity  can  help  farmers  meet  particular  problems. 

4-H'ers  Abroad  Due  Back  Soon 

We've  just  got  word  that  four  of  the  4-H  club  members  who  went  to  Europe 
under  the  Farm  Youth  Exchange  Project. ..  .the  ones  fromW.Va.,  Wash.,  Mich., 

and  N.C  are  due  in  Quebec,  Sept.  11.    A  second  group. .. from  Md. ,  Mont., 

Ark.,  Nebr.,  N,Y, ,  la,,  Okla.,  Pa.,  Tex.,  Minn.,  Conn.,  Kans  are  due  in 

New  York  Oct.  1. 

A  party  of  3  rural  youth  from  France  will  arrive  in  New  York  Sept.  1.  They 
will  be  met  at  the  reception  center. .. .will  spend  4-5  days  in  Washington.... 
and  then  go  to  N.C,  Pa.,  W.Va. 

As  to  those  transcriptions  our  4-H  members  were  supposed  to  make  while  they 
were  abroad,  seems  they  have  been  too  busy,  or  something.  But  we've  passed  re- 
minders down  the  line  --  and  still  have  hopes. 

Increased  Poultry  Production  is  Year  Away 

Extra  heavy  feed  supplies  and  lower  -feed-  prices  are  not  going  to  bring 
about  a  big  production  of  eggs  or  chicken  meat  right  away.     PMA.  officials  say 
it  will  be  a  good  year  before  you 'see  much  effect.     The  influence  of  increased 
feed  supplies  will  be  felt  through  placing  of  baby  chick  orders  next  spring.... 
for  eggs  and  meat. .. .next  fall. 

The  PMA  men  explain  that  broiler  production  is  at  capacity  now,  and  can't 
be  increased  much  for  the  present. 


Demand  and  Price  Situation 


The  first  7  months  of  this  year,   farmers  actually  took  in  more  cash  for 
farm  marketings  (4%  more)  than  they  did  the  first -half  of  '47.     But  after  they 
had  subtracted  their  higher  production  costs ,  they  had  a  little  less  net  in- 
come left  than  they  did  the  first  half  of  last  year. 

■  ■As  to  what's  ahead,  BAE's  "Demand  and  Price  Situation"  (Aug.  8)  says  that 
strong  consumer  demand  is  holding  the  general  level -of  farm  product  prices  up 
near  record  levels.... in  spite  of  the  prospect  of  the  biggest  crops  in  history. 
Crop  prices,  especially  grain,  are  trending  dowriln  the  face  of  the  second  lar- 
gest wheat  crop  on  record,  and  a  record  corn  crop.     But  livestock  and  meat 
prices  are  climbing.     These  offsetting  price  trends  are  likely  to  continue  for 
the  next  few  months. 


Vegetable  Situation 

Both  production. .and  prices. „.. of  most  vegetables  in  '48  are  expected 
to  continue  near  the  high  levels  of  '47.... and  far  above  prewar.     The  Vegetable 
Situation  (Aug.  11)  points  out,  however,  that  output  of  a  few  canning  crops, 
sweetpotatoes,  and  dry  peas  is  expected  to  drop  considerably  below  '47. 

For  summer  truck  crops  sold  fresh,  production  is 'expected  to  be  slightly 
smaller  than  '47, ...and  prices  higher  than  last  year  for -lima  beans,  snap  beans, 
cucumbers,  green  peas, -and  watermelons. . • .but  prices  lower  for  cabbage,  carrots, 
cauliflower,  celery,  onions,  and  spinach. 

Fall  production  of  fresh  vegetables  probably  will  be  larger  than  last  fall. 
Foreign  Visitors  *  ' 

Dr.  Frank  M.  Read,  chief  horticultural  inspector,  Victoria  ftate  Agrl.  Dept.,  . 
Melbourne,  Australia  —  Expt.  Sta.,  East  Lansing,  Aug.  23-25;  USDA  Hort. 
Lab.,  Wenatchee,  Sept.-  2-4;  USDA  Entomology  Lab. ,  Yakima ,  Sept.  7;  USDA's 
BPI,  Hood  River,  Septi  9-10;  Expt.  Sta.,  Corvallis ,  Sept.  13-14;  Expt. 
Sta.,  Medford,  Sept.'  16-17;  Expt.  Sta.,  Davis,  Sept.  20-25. 

How  to  Get  Immigrant  Workers 

Federal  Extension  tells  us  that  State  Extension  Services  are  getting  queries 
from  farmers  about  how  to  obtain  farm  workers  under  the  Displaced  Persons  program. 
,  ,  ...  . 

Final  procedures  have  not  yet  been  worked  out.     For  the  time  being,  a  far- 
mer who  wants  to  offer  employment  to  an  immigrant  should  write  to:    Mr.  Ugo 
Carusi,  Displaced  Persons  Commission,  in  care  of  Department  of  State-,  Room  4206 
New  State  Building,  Washington  25,  D.  C,  • 

Give  all  pertinent  details  as -to  employment  conditions  offered,  including 
rate  of  pay,  type  of  employment,  housing  facilities,  permanency  of  job,  etc.' 


•  -  4  - 

New  Publications 

"Midyear  Economic  Report  of  the  President  —  Transmitted  to  the  Congress  July 
1948"  --  surveys  employment,  production,  and  purchasing  power. ... .analyses 
prices,  wages,  and  impact  of  3  Government  pr og rams ....  and  discusses  the  issue 
between  inflation  and  stabilization.      115-page  printed  bulletin. 

"Food  for  the  Family  With  Young  Children"  —  details  how  the  Wright  family  with 
2  children  aged  2  and  5..,. and  with  an  income  of  $2500  a  year.... eat  well  at 
$20  to  $22  a  week  at  April,   f48,  prices.     They  have  a  little  garden  in  summer. 
This  bulletin  gives  the  Wright's  shopping  list,  and  menus,  for  an  entire  week. 
(AIS-59) 

"A  Guide  for  Members  of  Rural  Electric  Co-ops"  --  gives-  ABC  answers  to  ques- 
tions about  the  co-ops  themselves. ... .and  sbout  use  and  cost  of  electricity  for 
various  purposes  on  the  farm. 

"Bicolor  Lespedeza  for  Quail  and  Soil  Conservation  in  the  Southeast"  —  says 
you  can  attract  quail  bv  olantiner  clumps  of  shrub  lespedeza  (Lespedeza  bicolor) 
in  odd  corners,  and  in  strips  at  the  edges  of  fields,  pasture,  or  woodlands, 
(Leaflet  No.  248) 

"Effect  of  Various  Factors  on  Grades  of  New  Zealand  White  Rabbitskins"  -- 
reports  about  125-130  million  rabbitskins  used  in  U.S.  each  year...«with  about 
60%  going  into  hat  trade..,. and  rest  into  fur  garments,  trimmings,  and  toys. 
Estimated  that  24  million  domestic  rabbits  raised  in  U.S.  in  peak  year  of  r44. 
White  rabbitskins  bring  nearly  twice  as  much  as  colored  because  they  can  be 
dyed  lighter  shades.    Age,  and  live  weight,  had  greatest  effect  on  grade  of 
skins.     (Circular  No.  789) 

"Effect  of  Crop  Rotation  and  Manure  on  the  Yield  and  Quality  of  Sugar  Beets, 
U.S.  Scott s  Bluff  (Nebr.)  Field  Station,  1930-41"  —  Rotations  using  alfalfa 
and  sweetclover. . , .and  those  with  manuring  supplementing  the  legumes. .. .often 
show  'definite  uptrend  in  yields.     (Circular  No.  799) 

"The  Benton  Harbor  Fruit  Market  at  Benton  Harbor,  Mich."  --  recommends  enlarg- 
ing the  selling  are~,~putFing~~curbs  between  the  selling  lanes  to  re.duce  traf- 
fic hazards,  rebuilding  buyers'  sheds,  providing  additional  parking  space  for 
buyers  and  sellers,  and  setting  aside  space  for  possible  building  of  wholesale 
stores  for  dealers. 

USDA  Official  Travel 

G.  F.  Geissler,  Manager,  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corporation,  Chicago,  Aug,  19- 
20,  Corn  Sales  Meeting.     Harrison  Hotel. 

Claude  P.  Wickard,  Administrator,  Rural  Electrification  Administration,  Canton, 
111. ,  Sept.  9  -  Annual  meeting  Sp^on  River  Electric  Coop;  Springfield,  111., 
9-10  -  Assoc,  of  111.  Elec.  Cooperative,  Abraham  Lincoln  Hotel;  Macomb,  111., 
14  -  Annual  meeting  of  McDonough  Power  Coop, j  Pes  Moines,  Iowa,  15-16  -  Iowa 
Rural  Elec,  Coop,  Association,  Hotel  Savery. 


A  M  0  JT  G      OUKSELVE  S 

Country  Journal  European  Pick-Up 

Last  Saturday,  CBS  Country  Journal  picked  up  John  Strohnu . . .associate  editor 
of  "Country  Gentleman" , t<  . from  Rome  with,  a  report  on  Italian  farmers*  recovery 
from  the  war,  and  the  harvests  this  year,  and  prospects  for  '49,    CBS  Agricultural 
Director  Don  Lerch  says  the  plan  is  to  have  John  do  other  similar  reports  during 
his  European  travels. 

"Tom  Page,  Rural  Reporter" 

Last  week,  Tom  Page  of  WNBC  in  New  York  -vent  on  the  air  with  a  half -hour 
show  from  6:00  to  6:30  a.m.,  "  Tom  Page,  Rural  Reporter."    For  some  time  previ- 
ously, he  had  been  on  in  an  hour  "Tom  and  Wally"  show  with  Wallace  Butterworth. 
Wallace  is  shifting  over  to  a  special  Saturday  show. 

On  the  Television  Front 

From  Cleveland,  where  WTAM  is  getting  set  to  go  on  the  air  with  television 
this  fall,  RFD  Jim  Chapman  writes  that  they  will  have  a  unique  opportunity  to 
do  agricultural  TV  programming.     The  transmitter  is  located  in  a  rural  area 
about  mid  way  between  Cleveland  and  Akron.    And  between  and  around  those  points 
are  lots  of  corn,  hogs,  truck  crops,  and  other  farming  enterprises. ... .Via  PMA's 
Bert  Haling  in  Dallas,  we  hear  that  TJBAP-TV,  Fort  Worth,  hopes  to  be  on  the  air 
around  Sept.  15  or  Oct,  1.    And  Bert  says  that  RFD  Layne  Beaty  is  laying  plans 
for  TV  coverage  of  the  Texas  State  Fair  in  October,  and  the  Fort  Worth  stock 

show  in  January  Also,  from  Bill  Bergoffen  in  the  Forest  Service  we  learn  of 

a  TV  preview  of  a  demonstration  of  a  half  million  dollars  worth  of  the  latest 
logging  equipment  at  Cooperstown,  N.Y.     The  preview  goes  on  WRGB,  Schenectady, 
Sept.  7  at  7:30  p.m. 

Southwestern  RFD  Meeting 

Texas  Extension's  "Andy"  Adam  sings  the  praises  of  Houston's  Leon  Hale  of 
KPRC,  George  Roesner  of  KTRH,  and  Jack  Timmons  of  KLEE  for  their  job  as  hosts 
to  the  Southwestern  RFD's  in  Houston,   July  24-27,.     The  group  accepted  the  in- 
vitation from  Murray  Cox  of  WFAA  in  Dallas  to  meet  in  Dallas  early  in  January. 

Home  "Ec"  Committee  Recommendations 


The  Committee  on  Radio  Techniques  of  the  American  Home  Economics  Associa- 
tion.    .headed  by  Assistant  Extension  Editor  Jessie  Heathman  of  Illinois..,, 
recently  summarized  the  results  of  a  questionnaire  on  the  use  of  radio  in  home 
economics  extension  work.    All  of  the  39  States  replying  reported  radio  being 
used,., ..and  believed  a  program  should  be  developed  to  use  radio  effectively. 

Specific  recommendations  included: 

1.    A  radio  training  program,  a)  for  home  economies  students  in  their 
junior  and  senior  years,  and  b)  for  county  extension  workers. 
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AMONG      OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 

Home  "Ec"  Committee  Recommendations  (Continued) 

2.    Writing  radio  —  as  a  tool  —  into  county  programs. • .not  just  as 


3.     Studies  to  determine  most  effective  pattern  for  making  radio  work  at 
both  state  and  county  levels. 

Radio  Service  Personals 


Ken  Gapen  is  due  in  this  week-end  from  hijs  trip  to  the  Agricultural  Edi- 
tors* Meeting  in  Spokane,  and  other  points  in  the  West,  and  will  be  in  the  of- 
fice Monday.    Tom  Noone  is  back  from  his  jaunt  to  Kansas.     Joe  Tonkin  is  due 
back  Monday  from  his  two  -.veeks  of  meditations  in  the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania. 
And  the  newest  member  of  the  f  arnily. . .  .Maynard  Speece  of  Minnesota  Extension..., 
is  expected  Monday  to  begin  work  with  Tom  on  our  Television  Research  Project, 

Incidentally,  succeeding  Maynard  as  Minnesota  Extension  radio  man  is 
Raymond  S,  Vfolf.     For  the  past  3  years,  Raymond  has  been  county  agent  in  east 
Otter  Tail  county. 

NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  DAYLIGHT ) 
S_at;urday,  Aug.  21 

ABC  American  Farmer,  (1)  USDA  News,   (2)  "Water  and  Irrigated  Farming"  with  SCS' 
Dr,  O.W.  Israelsen,  George  D.  Clyde,  Harper  Simms;  soil  conservation  dis- 
trict president,  George  M.  Hinckly,  and  Robert  B.  White  of  ABC  —  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  —  1:00  p.m. 

CBS  Country  Journal,  Ray  Heinen  of  USDA,  "Disease  Forecasting  for  Plants"  — 
2 :30  p.m.  '  . 

Saturday,  Aug.  28 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  News  —  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  —  1:00  p.m. 

CBS  Country  Journal,  2:30  p.m. 


another  job  to  do. 
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Travel,  AAACE  and  TV 


As  the  two  powerful  engines  of  the  early  morning  plane  pulled  us  up  over 
the  clouds  into  the  sun  to  start  the  trip  vest,  cobwebs  and -problems  disappeared 
like  magic,  into  the  slipstream.    Flying  at  3  to  17  thousand  feet,  during  every 
hour  of.  the.  day  and  night  somewhere  along  the  trip,  I  wished  more  than  once  to 
be  able  to  stop,  check  ^.e  grazing  capacity  of  a  piece  of  range  or  see  how  farm 
practices  were  conserving  soil  and  water. 

Many ^ elements  of  a  well  planned  and  carried  out  program  made  the  1948  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Association  of  Agricultural  College  Editors  especially 
profitable.    On  radio:    Extension  Radio  Editor -RED  Burnis  Arnold  reported  on  ' 
the  Extension  Editors  Radio  Survey  mentioned  recently  in  this  RED  LETTER 3  You 
will  get  it  soon.  '  I  did  a  stint  on  TV  which  is  coming  next  week  in  briefed 
form.    Northwest  RFD's  who  helped  judge  the  radio  exhibits  put  on  a  clinic. 
Radio  and  television  got  a  good  share  of  attention  at  the  big  sessions  as  well 
as  in  the  radio  group  section.    Emerson  Markham  was  given  the  Reuben  Brigham 
Award  for  service  to  agriculture,     W  accepted  by  recording  as  couldn't  be 
there  in  person. 

RFD*s  attending  included  Leonard  Hegnauer,  Glenn  Lorang,  Ken  Hutchison  and  Ernie 
Jorgenson  of  Spokane;  Al  Bond  of  Seattle;  Wallace  Kadderly  and  Bill  Hansen  of 
Portland;  Stan  Farnsworth  of  Utah;  Jerry  Seaman  and  Bill  Drips  of  Wisconsin  and 
Chicago  j 

Radio  people  in  the  West  and  Middle  West  are  looking  to  RFD's  for  guidance  in 
utilizing  agricultural  and  home  economics  material  for  TV  shows.    Those  with 
farm  people  in  their  respective  areas  are  thinking  in  terms  of  farm  and  home 
fT^oach>  but  most  vant  to  use  the  Information  from  Land  Grant  Colleges  and 
UolM  ana  rural  America  generally  for  general  audience  or  consumer  shows.  "Then 
as  soon  as  rural  reception  of  IV  is  accomplished,  area  by.  area,  they  expect  to 
go  into  farm  and  home  shows,    The  accent  seems  'to  be  on  putting  up  educational 
iniormation  in  attractive  packages.    Everywhere  there  is  approval  of  USDA's 
IV  research  project  to  find  out  how  to  use  television.    The  place  of  RFD's  in 
ttc£!  tension  picture  may  not  be  completely  clear  for  some  time    but  most 
RFD  s  whose  soations  are  getting  into  TV  are  being  drawn  into  the'picture. 

w7    ^SV  6  m°St  ^°rtant  -topic  (or  problem)  of  the  near  future 'is:  The 
RED  and  Television.    What  do  you  think? 
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Pawnee  and  Comanche  Wheat 

The  Baker's  Weekly  carries  the  following  interesting  quotation  from  the 
final  report  of  the  Southwest  Cereal  Chemists  Reporting  Committee: 

"Most  mills  are  now  including  a  percentage  of  new  wheat  in  their  blends 
and  many  mills  have  made  runs  of  100$  new  wheat.    The  new  wheat  is  found  to  have 
"better  milling  characteristics  than  last  year's  crop.    Mills  report  good  flour 
yields,  and  no  difficulty  in  making  separations.    In  the  grinding  process,  new 
wheat  produces  softer,  easily  reduced  middlings  which  result  in  a  softer  textured 
flour. 

"in  addition  to  the  long  established  wheat  varieties,  this  year's  crop  will 
he  influenced  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  heretofore  "by  two  new  varieties  -- 
Comanche  and  Pawnee .    Pawnee  is  an  acceptable  variety  having  a  relatively  short 
mixing  time.    Comanche,  having  a  much  longer  mixing  time,  also  is  giving  excel'* 
lent  baking  performance.    For  the  first  tine  these  varieties  will  be  of  enough 
volume  to  have  any  influence  upon  the  characteristics  of  Southwestern  flours." 


Bead  'Em  and  Eat 

Here  is  a  table  of  estimated  yields  of  major  crops  in  U,  S.  this  year: 


1948  Acre  Total 

Average 

Leading  State's 

Crop 

Yield 

Production 

1937-46 

1948  Production 

Com,  bu. 

4l 

3,506,363,000 

2,813,529,000 

Iowa- 

646  mil.-,  bu. 

Wheat,  bu. 

18 

1,284,323,000 

942,623,000 

Kans ,  - 

215  mil.  bu. 

Oats,  bu. 

35.9 

x, 470, kkk, 000 

1,231,814,000 

Iowa. - 

273  mil.  bu. 

Barley,  bu. 

25.7 

313,139,000 

26,664,000 

298,811,000 

N.  Dak. 

-  55  mil.  bu. 

Eye,  bu. 

12„2 

37,398,000 

N.  Dak. 

-    4,9  mil.  bu. 

Flaxseed,  bu. 

9-9 

44,528,000 

26,756,000 

Minn.;- 

17.6  mil.  bu. 

Rice,  bu. 

46.4 

79,916,000 

60,460,000 

Texas- 

24  mil.  bu. 

All  Hay,  tons 

1.3 

97,707,000 
399,127,000 

97,563,000 

NeY*  - 

5.9  mil.  tons 

Potatoes,  bu. 

189.2 

392,143,000 

Maine - 

62.5  mil.  bua 

Sweetpotatoes,  bu8 

95.6 

51,739,000 

64,866,000 

N.C.  . - 

6.9  mil.  bu. 

Tobacco,  lbs. 
Gr.  Sorghum,  bu, 

1,158 

1,777,783,000 

1,664,265,000 

H.C;-.- 

694  mil.  lbs. 

18.  k 

131,279,000 
2,340,000,000 

99,791,000 
1,750,718,000 

Texas- 

84 , 8  mil.  bu. 

Peanuts,  lbs. 

701 

Ga»  .  - 

793  mil.  lbs. 

Soybeans,  bu. 

20.7 

205,066,000 

134,642,000 

75.5  mil.  bu. 

All  crop  index  is  at  134$  of  1921-32  average;     it  was  126  in  the  best  pre- 
vious year.    Corn,  rice,  peanuts  and  soybeans  have  broken  all  previous  records 
in  1948. 


Uncle  Sam's  Ark 

Noah  and  his  ark  had  nothing  on  Uncle  Sam  if  we  take  into  consideration  the 
release  that  came  from  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  this  week  stating  that 
42,537  purebred  domestic  animals  were  certified  for  entry  into  the  United  States, 
duty  free,  for  breeding  purposes  during  the  past  fiscal  year.    This  is  a  record 
year  and  the  animals  brought  in  as  in  previous  years  are  being  used  to  improve 
our  herds.    Over  34  thousand  were  cattle,  mostly  dairy  breeds.  Holstein-Friesians 
predominated.    There  were  over  4,000  sheep,  almost  three  thousand  swine™  260 
horses,  and  numerous  dogs.    They  came  from  Canada,  Europe,  Asia,  and  South 
America.    Oh  yes,  -  I  almost  forgot.    There  was  one  cat. 
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Junior  Vegetable  Growers  Convention 

The  National  Junior  Vegetable  Growers  Association  will  hold  its  fourteenth 
annual  convention  in  Detroit,  December  6,  J,  and  8.    Headquarters  will  be  at  the 
Fort  Shelby  Hotel.    Note  this  convention  cones  immediately  after  k~H  Congress  in 
Chicago . 

New  Publications 

"Practical  Irrigation"  -  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1922. 
"Why  Fruit  Trees.  Fail  to  Bear"  -  Leaflet  Number  172. 

"Feeding,  Care,  and  Management  of  Young  Dairy  Stock"  -  Farmers 1  Bulletin  No.  1723 # 

"Milky  Disease  for  Control  of  Japanese  Beetle  Grubs"  -  Bureau  of  Entomology  and 
Plant  Quarantine.    August  1948.-  ■    -  • 


Everywhere  a  Chick,  Chick 

BAE  reports  this  week  that  a  total  of  55,843,000  chicks  were  hatched  by 
commercial  hatcheries  during  the  month  of  July.    This  was  16$  more  than  the  hatch 
.in  July  of  last  year,  but  11%  under  the  1942-46  average.    The  demand  for  chicks 
for  broiler  production  continues  strong.    A  large  August  hatch  can  be  expected 
as  the  number  of  eggs  in  incubators  on  August  1  was  reported  at  46$  more  than  on 
the  same  date  a  year  ago. 


Milk  Up  -  Whey  Down 

Prices  received  by  producers  for  milk  for  fluid  use  and  prices  paid  by  con- 
sumers at  retail  in  early  August  reached  new  record  high  levels,  says  BAE.  In- 
creased prices  were  reported  from  all  sections  of  the  country.    Milk  production 
on.  United  States  farms  in  July  was  smaller  than  for  the  same  month  in  5  of  "the 
last  6  years,  chiefly  because  of  the  smaller  number  of  milk  cows.    Milk  production 
per  cow,  however,  continued  at  a  high  level.    Increased  competition  for  seasonally 
diminishing  milk  supplies  was  reported  from  both  fluid  milk  and  manufacturing 
milk  areas.    Prices  of  the  major  manufactured  dairy  products  continued  at  high 
levels,  although  some  declines  occurred  in  butter  and  cheese  prices. 

World  .Wide  Notes  From  OFAR 

A  large  cotton  mill  in  Italy  accounting  for  7.5  percent  of  the  country's 
total  cotton  spinning  capacity  was  recently  sold  to  Italy's  largest  rayon  produc- 
ing firm.    The  plant  eventually  is  expected  to  be  diverted  to  the -spinning  of 
rayon  fiber.    Brazil's  corn  crop,  now  being  harvested  in  parts  of  the  country, will 
be.  about  220  million  bushels',  according  to  preliminary  estimates.  .  This  is  above 
the  average  for:  recent  years ,  (Editor's  note;  About  l/3  as  large  as  Iowa  corn  crop) 
The  U,  S.  Agricultural  Attache  in  Montevideo  reports  that  wool  prices  there  are 
the  highest  in  history  and  good  quality  wool  is  finding  a  ready  market.  Even 
lower  grades  are  moving  at  a  good  rate.    Production  of  oranges  including  tanger- 
ines and  Clementines  for  the  1947-48  season  in  Algeria  is  estimated  at  3,736,000 
boxes.    This  is  an  increase  of  22$  over  last  year. 


USDA  Official  Travel 


I.  W9  Duggan,  Governor,  Fam  Credit  Administration,  Amherst,  Mass. ,  Aug.  22-27, 
attending  the  American  Institute  of  Cooperation  at  the  University;  Springfield, 
Mass,,  Sept,  6-9,  Farm  Credit  Administration  State  Director1 s  Meeting  at  FCA 
Office . 

Claude  Re  Wickard,  Administrator,  Rural  Electrification  Administration,  Amherst , 
Mass, ,  Aug.  22-27,  attending  the  American  Institute  of  Cooperation  at  the  Univer- 
sity, 

D.  L.  Lasseter,  Admin.  Farmers  Home  Administration,  Solumbia,  ge  C, ,  Sept.  25, 
contact  State  Director  R.  F.  Kolb,  Detroit,  Sept.  27-28,  American  Bankers  Associ- 
ation Meeting. 

Walter  R,  Schreiber,  International  Commodity  Specialist,  Office  of  Foreign  Agri- 
cultural Relations,  West  Coast,  Sept.  2-0ct.  10.    Mr.  Schreiber,  who  recently 
returned  from  the  Mediterranean  Basin  where  he  conducted  a  survey  of  probable 
1948-49  tree -nut  production  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act,  will  confer  in 
September  and  October  with  West  Coast  nut  producers  regarding  his  observations. 
His  tentative  itinerary  follows:    Portland,  Ore 0 ,  Sept.  2-12,  contact  N.  I. 
Nielsen,  306  U8  S.  Court  House;  Sacramento,  Sept,  14-21,  contact  George  A.  Scott, 
Federal-State  Crop  Reporting  Service,  State  Office  Building  #  1;  Berkeley,  Sept. 
21-22,  contact  Prof.  Shearer,  University  of  California;  San  Francisco,  Septc  22- 
29,  Sutter  Hotel;  Stockton,  Sept.  29*30,  contact  County  Agricultural  Commissioner; 
Merced,  Sept.  30-0ctk    1,  contact  County  Ag.  Comm;  Fresno ,  Oct.  1-6,  contact 
County  Ag.  Comm.;  Los  Angeles ,  Oct.  6-10,  contact  County  Ag.  Comm. 

Foreign  Visitor 

Dr.  Alberto  C.  Nabais,  Cotton  Specialist,  Portuguese  Colonial  Cotton  Export  Ass*n. 
Lisbon  is  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Nabais,  who  acts  as  interpreter.    Dr.  Nabais*  in- 
terests cotton  breeding,  production  and  processing.    Itinerary  now  appears  to  bo 
as  follows;    Raleigh,  N.  C . ,  Aug.  23-27,  State  Agricultural  Experiment  Station; 
Florence ,  S.  Cc,  Aug.  30-Sept.  1,  Pee  Dee  Experiment  Station;  Hartsville,  S.  C. , 
Sept.  2-3,  Soil  Conservation  Service,  contact  through  Cokor  Pedigreed  Seed  Co.; 
Stoneville ,  Miss. ,  Sept.  7-17,  U„  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture  Cotton  Field  Station; 
State  College,  New  Mexico,  Sept.  20-24,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture  Cotton  Field 
Station;  Tucson,  Aria. ona ,  Septn  27-0ct.  1;  Sacaton,  Arizona,  Oct.  4-8,  'U.  S.  Depte 
of  Agriculture  Field  Station;  Shafter,  Cal.,  Oct.  11-15,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
culture Cotton  Field  Station;  Lubbock,  Texas ,  Oct.  18-22,  Production  and  Marketirg 
Administration,  Cotton  Branch;  College  Station,  Texas ,  Oct.  25-Nov.  5,  State  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station;  Greenville ,  Texas,  Nov.  8-12,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agri- 
culture Cotton  Field  Station. 


Wool  Shrinks 


Shorn  wool  production,  according  to  BAE,  will  be  the  lowest  in  the  United 
States  this  year  since  1923.    Clip  will  be  about  237  million  pounds. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

-  'National  Agricultural  Savings  Bonds  Committee 

RFD  President  Chuck  Worcester  and  Don  Lerch  of  CBS-  haye  "been  appointed  to 
the  eighteen  man  National  Agricultural  Savings  Bonds  Committee  to  advise  the 
Treasury  Department  on  "bond  sales  to  farmers.    The  committee  will  hold  its  first 
meeting  here  in  Washington  on  September  7. 


Eadio  School  Notes 

Joe  Tonkin,  Dana  Reynolds  and  i  have  prepared  a  new  and  up-to-date  issue  of 
notes  on  radio  schools  that  have  "been  held  throughout  the  country.    If  these  notes 
will  he  helpful  in  carrying  on  some  of  your  own  instruction  work,  we'll  he  glad 
to  send  you  a  copy.    Write  us.    The  mimeograph  contains  many  "of  the  points  "brought 
out  at  Extension  and  agency  clinics,    Lots  of  RFD's  had  a  hand  in  developing 
these  points. 


Farmers1  Week  At  Clemson,  South  Carolina 

Paul  Seabrook,  Extension  Radio  Editor  in  South  Carolina,  writes  that  "plans 
are  shaping  up  nicely  for  our  RED  session  at  Clemson  during  Farmers'  Week,  August 
23  to  27.    We  have  invited  some  38  radio  stations  to  have  representatives  here  on 
Thursday,  August  26."    Allen  B.  Kline,  president,  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation 
will  address  the  group  during  the  morning  session.    The  afternoon  will  he  devoted 
to  tours  of  various  demonstrations  at  the  College,  with  an  opportunity  for  the 
visiting  RFD's  to  see  one  of  the  world's  largest  tractors  for  land  clearing  and 
the  largest  sprinkler  irrigation  system. 

Personnel  Report 

Returned  -  Gapen  and  Tonkin 

Arrived  -  Speoce 

Touring  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  -  Hemdon 

Communing  in  the  hills  of  West  Virginia  -  Reynolds. 
TV  Project  Staff  Complete 

With  the  arrival  of  Maynard  Speece  our  television  research  project  staff  is 
now  complete.    The  long  and  short  of  the  project  is  Tom  Noone,  former  RFD  .  .  . 
script  writer  .  .  «  radio  news'  nan  and  Maynard,  former  Minnesota  Extension  radio 
editor  ♦  .  ,  county  agent  .  .  6  seed  specialist  .  .  .  and  general  agriculturalist e 
I'm  pleased  with  this  combination.    Their  backgrounds  and  abilities  fit  the  job 
to  be  done.    As  a  first  step,  we  will  send  you  soon  a  brief  on  a  recent  TV  talk 
and  a  brief  on  USDA's  project. 


Secretary's  Statement  On  19^9  Production  Goals 

With  this  letter,  we're  enclosing  a  copy  of  excerpts  from  Secretary  Brannan's 
statement  in  answer  to  questions  by  Senators  Sparkman  and  McCarthy  and  others 
relative  to  production  goals.    The  questions  were  raised  "by  these  Senators  as 
members  of  the  Senate  Banking  and  Currency  Committee. 

In  the  Secretary's  own  words,  the  statement  is  "to  set  the  record  straight 
in  regard  to  production  goals , ,? 

"Any  statement  that  infers  these  goals  for  X^\-9  were  designed  to  reduce 
production  is  erroneous,"  he  says.  In  the  light  of  the  best  use  of  our  soil 
resources  "the  Department  is  continuing  to  encourage  full-scale  farm  production. " 


Grain  Storage  Meetings 

Grain  storage  program  is  moving  so  fast  that  you  will  need  to  keep  close 
check  with  the  State  PMA  offices  to  know  latest  developments.    Within  the  week 
representatives  of  16  States  met  in  Chicago  to  plan  demonstrations  of  construc- 
tion of  corn  cribs  and  other  grain  storage  facilities.    Those  demonstrations  will 
be  held  in  each  of  these  States  in  the  next  few  days  for  District  and  area  repre- 
sentatives.   Following  will  be  demonstrations  in  the  districts.    State  PMA.  offices 
can  tell  you  when  and  where  these  demonstrations  are  to  be  held,    The  16  States 
are  Texas,  Tennessee,  Wisconsin,  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska, 
Kansas  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Kentucky. 


Enclosures: 

Suggestions  to  Prospective  Farmers 
Background  Statement  on  19^9  Production  Goals 

Reports  on  Developments  In  The  Campaign  Against  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  In  Mexico 
Current  Developments  In  The  Farm  Real  Estate 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Assft.  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  "Video 


From  the:       *  ^ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


RADIO  SERVICE 


August  27,  1948 


Grain  Storage  Ingenuity  Heeded  To  Protect  Quality,  Prevent  Loss 

Sat  down  with  Under  Secretary  Albert  J.  Lovoland  this  week  to  get  the  low 
down  on  what  is  "probably  the  most  serious  grain  storage  situation  in  history"  .  • 
affecting  fanners  in  about  kO  States.    Here  are  some  of  the  facts  he  expects  to 
give  on  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  tomorrow  August  28: 

Record  "breaking  total  crop  of  corn,  cats,  wheat,  rye,  and  "barley  forecast 
will  mean  that  several  hundred  million  "bushels  will  "be  unprotected  from  weather 
unless  additional  "bins  and  cribs  are  constructed  on  farms.    Don't  have  much  more 
storage  than  we  had  in  19^0.    Repairs  and  construction  have  only  replaced  storage 
lost  "by  fire,  rotting,  wind  storms,  and  other  natural  losses  in  the  last  8  years. 

Terminal  storage  will  soon  fill  up  despite  heavy  export  of  grain  early  in  the 
year.    Commodity  Credit  Corporation  can  no  longer  store  in  steel  and  wooden  "bins 
some  300  million  "bushels  of  grain,    Now  has  "bins  ta  stord  about  50  million  bushels, 
and  the  new  CCC  charter  prohibits  expanding  its  storage  facilities. 

On  the  farm  is  the  only  one  place  left  where  record-breaking  crops  of  grain 
can  be  stored.    More  storage  for  corn  needed  than  for  any  other  crop.    Most  corn 
is  fed  on  the  farm  and  therefore  should  be  stored  on  the  farm.    Winter  wheat,  oats 
and  "barley,  were  the  first  harvested  and  first  to  go  into  bins.    Later  crops, 
spring  wheat,  grain  sorghums,  corn  are  the  ones  to  find  bin  and  crib  space  for. 

Fortunately  farmers  have  had  experience  with  low-cost  and  temporary  cribs  and 
bins.    Each  farmer  will  have  to  figure  out  how  much  crib  or  bin  space  he  will  need. 
Mr.  Love  land  hopes  that  only  a  few  farmers  will  have  to  sell  what  they  can't  store 
easily.    He  points  out  that  whatever  a  farmer  sells  will  have  to  be  stored  some- 
where and  there  is  going  to  be  very  little  off -the -farm  storage  available. 

He  urges  farmers  to  put  the  crop  on  the  market  in  an  orderly  way.    That  will 
mean  more  storage  on  "our  own  places."    If  a  farmer  needs  money  to  poy  his  season's 
bills',  he  can  get  a  price  support  loan  through  his  county  ACP  oonnlttoo,  if  the 
grain  is  in  approved  storage. 

The  Under  Secretary  advises  estimating  "your  grain  crop  and  storage  needs, 
talking  to  your  locaJ  retailer  of  materials  which  can  be  used  for  crib  and  bin 
construction,  and  pjtacing  your  order  immediately  so  the  local  dealer  can  get  it 
for  you." 


Plans  for  temporary  and  permanent  cribs  are  available  in  county  Agricultural 
Conservation  offices  and  from  county  extension  agents. 
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Fats  and  Oils 

"The  general  level  of  prices  of  edible  fats  and  oils  in  the  year  beginning 
October  1,  1948  is  likely  to  "be  moderately  lower  than  a  year  earlier,"  says  ME. 
Increased  production  of  these  fats  and  oils  is  the  reason.    However,  since  con- 
sumer incomes  are  expected  to  remain  high,  prices  of  food  fats  will  probably  stay 
well  above  the  wartime  ceilings. 


Flax 

OFAR  reports  that  Canada's  1948  flaxseed  production  is  over  18  million 
bushels,  according  to  the  first  official  estimate.    This  is  an  increase  of  more 
than  47  percent  over  the  1947  harvest  and  the  second  largest  on  record. 


National  Outlook  Conference 

The  National  Outlook  Conference  will  be  held  here  in  Washington  during  the 
week  of  October  11  to  15.    More  about  this  later. 


Over  Half  of  Farm  Families  Use  Locker  Plants 

Extension's  eleventh  annual  count  of  frozen-food  lockers  shows  a  total  of 
10,617  plants  open  and  operating  as  of  July  1948,  an  increase  of  1,088  plants 
over  the  number  in  operation  a  year  ago.    The  greatest  growth  continues  in  the 
Midwest  among  the  diversified,  family-size  farms. 

The  Farm  Credit  Administration  estimates  the  number  of  locker  boxes  per  plant 
at  about  500,    Applying  these  and  other  survey  figures  and  estimates-  of  FCA  to 
the  10,617  plants,  indicates  that  over  three  million  farm  families  and  about  one 
million  city  and  town  families  used  five  million  three  hundred  thousand  locker 
boxes  for  handling,  last  year,  seme  one  and  three  quarters  billion  pounds  of  food, 
most  of  it  homo  grewn* 

"X"  Disease  Meeting 

Representatives  of  USDA  Agencies,  State  Research  and  Veterinary  officials 
are  meeting  at  the  Regional  Research  Laboratory  of  the  USDA  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry  at  Auburn,  Alabama  on  August  27 (today)  to  talk  over  plans  for  an  V 
Disease  (cattle)  survey  in  Alabama,  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  Virginia.    Such  a 
survey  will  probably  last  from  four  to  six  weeks.    Its  purpose  is  to  look  for 
clues  that  will  aid  in  determining  the  nature  of  the  disease  and  be  useful  in  de- 
veloping research.    See  USDA  Release  1686-48  dated  August  10,  1948  for  further 
information  about  "X"  Disease.    A  copy  was  sent  you  recently. 

Bit  '0  Honey  * 

PMA's  Semi-monthly  Honey  Report  indicatos  that  honey  produced  from  Star 
thistle  acreage  in  Northern  California  may  be  less  than  usual  this  year  because 
of  BETTER  WEED  CONTROL  MEASURES,    In  other  words,  you  can't  have  your  honey  and 
2-4D  it. 


On  Price  Supports 


Both,  in  Washington  and  in  the  field  we're  all  hearing  a  lot  these  days  about 
agricultural  price  supports.    There  is  apparently  a  good  deal  of  confusion  about 
the  facts,  and  some  pretty  wild  figures  have  "been  tossed  around  in  current  sto- 
ries- and  comments.    Maybe  a  very  brief  summary  will  be  helpful* 

As  you  know,  agricultural  price  support  schedules  now  in  effect  are  those 
established  in  19^1  and  19^2  by  the  Steagall  Amendment  and  related  legislation. 
They  call  for  mandatory,  supports  at  90  percent  of  parity  for  the  basic  conmcdi- 
ties--wheat,  corn,  tobacco, peanuts,  and  rice;    92-J "percent  for  cotton,  the  other 
basic;  and. 90  percent  for  a  number  of  so-called  "Steagall"  commodities  such  as 
potatoes,  chickens  and  eggs,  nilk  and  its  products,  and  about  a  dozen  others.  . 
These  support  levels,  as  provided  in  the  war-tine  legislation,  were  scheduled  to  • 
end.Deccnber  31  this  year. 

\  Action  by  Congress  in  the  closing  hours  of  the  last  regular  session  in  effect 
extended  these  90-pereent  supports,  with  sone  exceptions,  for  another  full  year. 
After  January  1,  1950  more  flexible  support  provisions  are  scheduled  to  go  into 
effect. 

19^6  Hot  Coot, 175. Milllca.. 

Until  very  recent  weeks,  the  war-tine  price  supports  have  actually  been 
effective  for  only  a  very  few  commodities.    Fam  prices  have  been  so  far  above 
the  support  level  that  the  supports  have  been  nerely  a  psychological  assurance  for 
famers.    The  one  outstanding  exception  has  been  potatoes,  where' overproduction 
has  resulted  in  relatively  expensive  price  support  operations  for  three  straight 
years.-  There  have  been  sone  other  minor  price  support  activities,  such  as  the 
seasonal  supports  for  eggs,  but  the  extent  and  cost  of  these  operations  have  not. 
been  great.    The  net  cost  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  all  price  support 
operations  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1948  was  $175,000,000. 

The  price  support  question  is  now  in  the  headlines  because  for  the  first 
time  in- several  years  the  price  of  a  major  commodity  has  finally  gotten  down  to 
the  support  level.    Wheat  has  been  at  or  near-. the  support  price  for  some  weeks. 
As  a  result  farmers- are  putting  wheat  under  Government  loan  in  substantial  quanti- 
ties, to  take  advantage  of  the  support  program.    A.   somewhat  similar:  situation  is 
expected  for  both  corn  and  cotton.... 

19^9  Loan  Estimates  Unofficial 

No  one  can  estimate-- accurately  at  this  tine  how.  much  of  these  commodities  .  - 
may  be  put  under  the  Government  loan,  or  how  much  Government  money  may  be  advanced 
to  famers  who  turn  over  their  crops  as  security.    Estimates  that  have  been  pub- 
lished and  broadcast  are  purely  unofficial  and  nerely  represent  the  judgment ; of 
individual  observers.  '~" 

.•  ;  There  will  undoubtedly  be  sone  continuance^  for  the  year  ahead,. of  price 
support  operations  in  the  field  of  perishable  or  seni -perishable,  crops,  such  as  . 
potatoes  and  eggs..  .<  There -will  be  sone  net  losses,  of  course,  -  in  connection  with- 
these  programs.    There  is;  no  basis,  however,  for  estimating  that  they  nay  run 
a]jove  similar  costs  last  year— and  they  may  be  le.ss,  with  the  support  level  for-...: 
potatoes  dropping  to  60  percent  for  19^9  production.     (60$>  support  level  affects 
early  spuds,  etc.  produced  Jan. --June  19^9.) 


-if1. 

One  point  of  general  confusion  lies  in  the  tendency  of  casual  commentators 
to  assume  that  money  advanced  under  loans  is  an  "expenditure"  or  "loss."  "Whether 
there  is  any  eventual  loss  under  these  loan  programs  depends  upon  the  amount  of 
commodities  to  which  the  Government  might  eventually  take  title  and  also  upon  the 
prices  at  which  such  commodities  were  finally  resold  "by  the  Government.    To  illus- 
trate this  point,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  large  cotton  holdings  which 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  "before  the  war  were  all  moved  at  an  actual 
profit  during  the  war-time  period  of  heavy  demand. 

What  Lies  Ahead  Is  Problem. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  particular  problem,  is  raised  "by  the  probability  that 
considerable  supplies  of  corn,  wheat,  and  cotton  will  go  under  Government  loan 
this  year.    The  more  real  problem  is  tied  up  with  what  may  lie  ahead.    If  there  is 
very  heavy  production  again  in  19^+9  and  later  years,  then  the  problem  of  reserve 
supplies  or  surpluses  would  be  very  real  indeed.    In  this  connection,  agricultural 
and  Congressional  leaders  are  reported  to  be  wondering  whether  the  price  supports 
now  on  the  books  for  19^9  W-J  in  some  instances  encourage  too  high  production 
levels.    This  will  undoubtedly  be  a  matter  for  Congressional  consideration.  There 
are  many  arguments  both  ways. 

This  is  a  general  picture  of  the  price  support  situation.    There  are  a  lot*  of 
ramifications,  but  we  think  the  above  outlines  the  essential  facts. 

latest  on  Covpr  Crop  Seed 

Production  of  the  three  main  winter  cover  crop  seeds  is  expected  to  be  about 
three-fourths  of  what  it  was  laist  year,  according  to  a  report  this  week  by  the 
USDA  Crop  Reporting  Board. 

The  outturn  of  Austrian  winter  peas  is  down  about  15  percent  from  last  year. 
..common  ryegrass  about  30  percent.    Hairy  vetch  production  is  about  the  same. 

Most  of  these  seeds  will  be  held  for  planting  next  year,  for  only  a  part  of 
this  year's  production  can  be  cleaned  and  transported  to  the  South  in  time  to  bo 
planted  this  fall.    Farmers  in  the  South,  therefore,  will  depend  to  a  large  extent 
on  stocks  carried  over  from  previous  years  for  seed  to  plant  their  cover  crops 
this  year.    Fortunately  the  Government  had  about  22  million  pounds  of  common  rye- 
grass and  blue  lupine  seed,  together,  on  hand  that  was  available  for  planting  this 
fall.    These  stocks  made  up  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  cover  crop  seed  carried 
over  from  last  year.    They  have,  therefore,  turned  out  to  be  a  godsend  to  the 
cover  crop  practice  of  the  agricultural  conservation  program. 


Corn  Weather 

Over-all,  USBA  and  Weather  Bureau  experts  don't  seem  to  expect  the  current 
heat  wave,  to  affect  the  sizo  of  the  corn  crop  much.    They  say  there'll  be  spotty 
damage  in  Iowa,  Illinois  and  other  states,  in  areas  of  light  soil.    But  the  bulk 
of  the  corn  crop  is  rapidly  passing  danger  lines.    In  some  Corn  Belt  States  where 
temperatures  have  been  running  a  little  lower  than  normal,  the  current  hot  nights 
are  just  what  the  doctor  ordered. 


Hearing  On  "Manufactured"  Farm  Products 


The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has  scheduled  an  important  hearing  for 
September  21  -to.  determine  the  meaning  of  the  term,  "manufactured  farm  product" 
as  applied  to  truck  transportation.    USDA,  and  farm  and  trade  organizations, 
-will  present  evidence  at  the  hearings. 

Hearings  were  requested  "by  the  Department  and  others  interested  ih-the  trans- 
portation of  agricultural  products  following  the  Commission's  decision  late  last 
year  in  the  "Harwood  Case."    In  this  case,  the  Commission  ruled  that  fresh. vege- 
tables, when  cleaned,  washed,  and  packed  in  cellophane  "bags,  "become  manufactured 
products,  -As  manufactured  products,  they  cannot  he  transported  "by  the  "exempt" 
truckers,  who  are  exempt  from" route  and  rate  control  by  ICC,    Instead,  farm  pro- 
ducts -  Judged  to  be  manufactured  must  be  trucked  in  interstate  commerce  by  truck 
lines  whose  routes  and  schedules  are  regulated  by  the  ICC.    This  interpretation 
has  resulted  in  a  threatened  disruption  :of  the  exempt  trucking  facilities  that 
now  serve  farm  communities. 

United  Nations  Day  --  October  2k 

In  case  you've  forgotten,  or  havon't  yet  heard,- October  2k  has  been  set 
aside  for  a  nation-wide  observance  of  "United  Nations  Day."    Observance  will  be 
in  the  hands  of  State  and  local ' people .    A  special  effort  is  being  made  to  in- 
clude farm  people.    October  2k  fails  on  a  Sunday.    But  ahead  of 'that  day,  you  may 
want  to  round  up  some  of  the  rural  leaders  in  your  area  for  a  special  United  Na- 
tions program.    The  Farm  Bureau  Federation,  the  National  Grange  and  the  National 
Farmers'  Union  are  all  cooperating. 

By  way  of  background:     "United  Nations  Day"  is  the  result  of  a  resolution  by 
the  General  Assembly  adopted  in  19^7,  naming  October  2k  as  "United"  Nat'ionB  Day" 
throughout  the  world,  and  inviting  all  member  governments  to  take  part.  Observ- 
ance in  the  United  States  in  being  headed  up  by  the  Department  of  State  through; a 
"National  Citizens  Committee  for  United  Nations  Day."    Secretary  Marshall  has  in- 
vited around  sixty  national,  non-governmental- organizations  and  groups  t 9  parti- 
cipate and"  named  their  representatives,   on  the  "National  Citizens 'Committee. "  :. 

Secretary  Marshall  also  asked  .the  Federal  Extension  Service  for  active  parti- 
cipation.   By  the  middle  of  September  most  county  agricultural  agents  throughout 
the  land  should  have  kits  of  materials  to  help  in  preparing  for  local  radio  pro-  . 
grams  and  for  other  community  observances.  '  • 

Rules  the  Eoost 

Comes  word  from  the  World  Poultry  Congress  at  Copenhagen,  Denmark  that  W.  .D. 
Termohlen,  Director  of  the  Poultry  Branch,  PMA,  was  elected  president  of  the  World 
Poultry  Science  Association  this  week. 

Correction  -  v  .  •  .  *     ' ' 

Official  travel  in  last,  wpok'.s  latter-  listed  Claudo  Wickard  as  attending  the 
Institute  -of  Cooperation  at  Amherst,  Mass.  Aug,  22  to  27.    The  Institute  will  be 
hold  Aug.  30  to  September  2.    I.  W.  Duggan  was  also  listed  as  attending  the 
Institute  of  Cooperation  at  Amherst. 


-6- 

USDA  Official  Travel 

E.  A.  Meyer,  Administrator,  Research  &  Marketing  Act,  South  Mountain,  Pa.  t  Sept. 8, 
attending  meeting  of  the  Adams  County,  Pa»  Fruit  Growers;  P  ortland ,  Ore gon ,  Sept. 
27  &' 28,  attending  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  Secretaries  and  Directors  of 
Agricultural  annual  meeting* 

Agricultural  Prices 

BAE  reported  in  "Agricultural  Prices "(Aug, 27) that  lower  crop  prices  dropped 
the  index  of  prices  received  "by  farmers,  for  agricultural  products  to  293. ..8$ 
"below  a  month  earlier.    The  index  for  prices  farmers  pay. ,. including  interest  and 
taxes,  stayed  at  251,  the  same  as  in  January,  Juno  and  July.    Following  are  high- 
lights on  prices: 

:Av. Prices  Farmers  Rec'd.  :Parity  Price  or  :Av. Price  as  Per- 
Commodity  and  Unit    :  : Comparable- Price: cent age  of  Parity 

: Aug.  15       Aug.  15    July  15:     Aug.  15  :or  Comparable  Price 

:    1947  1948     1948    :         1948  :Aug.l5       July  15 

.    :  ?  1948  1948.. 


.$  2.10 

$  1.96 

$  2.03 

$  2.22 

88 

91 

.  2.19 

1.91 

2.02 

1.61 

119 

125 

.  .948 

0.688 

.866 

1.00 

69 

87 

.  1.61 

7ii 
C+ 

.  15.30 

17.80 

18.20 

29.80 

60 

61 

.  0.3315 

0.3041 

0.3299 

0.3112 

98 

.  106 

.  3.07 

2  91 

3  66 

2  4l 

.  O.98I 

0.104 

0.104 

0.12 

"87 

~87 

.  1.61 

1.58 

1.66 

1.86 

85 

89 

Sweetpotatoes,per  "bu.2.70 

2.65 

2.62 

2.20 

119 

Beans,  dry  edible 

12.50 

10.50 

11.70 

8.46 

2.05 

2.22 

2.13 

2.41 

92 

"88 

Grapefruit, per  "box. 

I.03 

l.oi 

0.73 

2.08 

Oranges ,  per  "box. . . 

.  1.86 

1.43 

1.26 

3.80 

18 

33 

.23.60 

27.10 

25.90 

18.20 

149 

142 

Beef  cattle, per  cwt.19.00 

24.40 

25,80 

13.60 

179 

190 

Veal  calves, per  cwt. 20.70 

26.60 

26.70 

16.90 

157 

158 

Lambs ,  per  cwt . 0 . . . 

20.90 

24.80 

26.20 

14.80 

177 

Butterfat,per  lb... 

.  0.733 

.  0.811 

0.844 

0.618 

129 

137 

Milk,  wholesale , 

.  4.15 

5.02 

4.86 

3.94 

127 

130 

Chickens, live, per  lh.O.269 

0.325 

0.319 

0.286 

114 

112 

.  0.475 

0.492 

O.458 

0.540 

91 

.  89 

.  0.419 

0.471 

0.49 

0.459 

107 

Farm  Occupation  As  A  Draft  Deferment  Defined 

'  .    Young  men  from  U.  S.  Farms  registering  for  the  selective  service  who  may 
'  "be  deferred  are  covered  in  the  official  regulations  "both  in  the  section  defining 
"necessary  employment"  in  general  and  in  the  section  which  refers  to  and  defines 
the  terms  of .  deferment  for  agricultural  workers.    These  facts  appear  in  the 
:  Federal  Register  for  August  21. 

"Necessary  employment"  in  "industry  cr  other  occupation"  is  defined  in  Sec- 
tion 622,10,  embracing  all  Class  II  registrants,  while  registrants  to  he  deferred 
"because  of  agricultural  work  are  set  forth  in  Section  622.13,  covering  Class  II-C 
registrants . 

For  occupations  in  general,  including  agriculture,  employment  considered  to 
he  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  national  health,  safety  or  interest  is  re- 
cognized for  deferment  when  all  of  specified  conditions  exist.    These  include, 
in  summary:     (l)  The  registrant  is  steadily  engaged  in  such  work,  except  for 
seasonal  interruptions;  (2)  he  cannot  "be  replaced  for  lack  of  skilled  substitutes; 
(3)  his  removal  would  cause  material  loss  of  effectiveness  in  the  occupation. 

In  Class  II-C  are  placed  those  employed  in  production  for  market  of  a  sub- 
stantial amount  of  agricultural  commodities  necessary  "to  the  maintenance  of 
health,  safety  or  interest,"  "but  only  when  all  of  the  conditions  named  in  the  pre- 
ceding paragraph  are  met. .- 

The  measurement  of  what  is  called  "a  substantial  quantity  of  agricultural 
commodities"  covers  the  average  annual  production  per  farm  worker  which  is  sold 
from -a  local  average  farm  of  the  type  under  consideration.    Only  production  con- 
sidered to  he  in  excess  of  that  required  for  maintenance  of  the  farm  or  for  sub- 
sistence of  the  farm  family  is  recognized  as  a  measure  for  deferment  of  regis- 
trants . 

'  This-  statement  is  made  to  clear  up  possible  misunderstanding  as  to  the  actual 
status  of  farm  registrants  under  the  selective  service  act.    Thus  agricultural 
workers  are  treated  no  differently  in  general  than  others,  although  they  are  de- 
fined in  a  separate  section,  .,  * 

No  Foot-and-Mouth  in  the  U.S. 

Dr.  B.  T.  Simms,  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry's  Chief,  is  concerned  over  the 
rather  widespread  reports  that  -continue  to  come  to  the  Department  about  cases  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease  in  the  United  States.    He  will  appreciate  having  responsi- 
ble farm  "spokesmen"  everywhere  tell  the  public  there  is  not  a  case  of  foot  and 
mouth  disease  in  the  United^ States  at  the  present  time.    The  last  case  on  record' 
in  this  country  was  in  1929 — almost  twenty  years  ago.    Also,  that  the  quarantine 
line  in  Mexico  has  not  been  breached.     (See  foot-and-mouth  report  enclosed  with 
KFD  Letter  August  20.) 

Fire  Prevention 'Week 


USDA  in  cooperation  with  the  National  Fire  Protection  Association  has  desig- 
nated October  3  to  9  as  Fire  Prevention  Week.    We're  enclosing  a  fact  shoet. 
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Interraational  Farn^  Youth  Exchange  Delegates  Return 

Sailing  schedules  have  "been  made  up  for  the  return  of  the  4-H  members  who 
sailed  in  June  for  Europe  under  the  International  .Farm  Youth  Exchange  project.  a 
Those  from  West  Virginia,  Washington,  Michigan,  and  North  Carolina,  the  first  / 
group  to  leave  the  tfnited  States,  will  return  in  the  S,  S.  Volendam  from  Rotterdam 
September  2-  for  New  York,  landing  there  about  September  11.    The  second  group, 
consisting  of  4-H*ers  from  Maryland,  Montana,  Arkansas,  Nebraska,  New  York,  Iowa, 
Oklahoma,  Pennsylvania,  Texas,  Minnesota,  Connecticut,  and  Kansas  will  sail  Sep- 
tember 21  from  Le  Havre,  France,  in  the  S.  S.  Marine  Jumper,  arriving  in  New  York 
about  October  1.    The  Wyoming  club  member  is  remaining  in  Norway  to  visit  with 
relatives  and  will  return  later. 

Under  the  IFYE  project,  three  young  people  from  rural  France  will  arrive  in 
New  York  on  September  1,    They  will  be  met  by  a  State  Department  official  and  Ed 
Aiton,  of  the  Extension  Service,  who  will  accompany  them  to  Washington,  where  they 
will  remain  k  or  5  days  before  leaving  for  their  assigned  States  of  visit  and 
study,  North  Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  and  West  Virginia.    Further  youth  visitors 
are  expected  to  be  designated  by  Holland  and  Denmark  for  arrival  this  fall,  under 
a  schedule  permitting  their  attendance- at  the  National  k—E  Club  Congress. 

National  Youth  Month 

The  observance  of  National  Youth  Month,  September  1  to  30  is  an  outgrowth  of 
some  of  the  work  of  Attorney  General  Tom  Clark  and  the  Department  of  Justice. 
However,  the  campaign  among  Government  and  private  agencies  will  stress  youthful 
achievement,  and  youthful  delinquency,    k-E  will  be  prominent  in  activities  of  the 
month.    As  a  prelude,  a  special  3 -cent  "Salute  to  Youth"  memorial  stamp  was- re- 
leased on  August  11, 

Seed  Note 

BAE  estimates  that  this  years  crop  of  Timothy  seed  will  be  about  kO  percent 
of  last  year's  harvest.    Redtop(in  Missouri )will  only  be  39  percent  of  last 
year's  crop.    Alsike-Clover  seed,  however,  will  come  in  with  the  fourth  largest 
crop  on  record.    Relatively 'large  increases  in  Alsike-Clover  seed  production  are 
reported  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  Idaho  and  Oregon. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen  u 
Ass't.  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 
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Carry-over  of  Field  Seeds  on  June  30  Larger  Than  last  Year 
BAE  Statistical  Summary 
Fire  Prevention  Week 
Challenge  to  Television 


